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Fall Fish Sale Order Form  
Is Now Available 

If you missed out on the Spring Sale, or 
are ready to supplement what you cur-
rently have swimming around in your 
pond, the time is now to consider placing 

an order for our 
Fall Fish Sale.   
 
Please see Page 
6 for the order 
form.   You can 
also find the 
form on our 
website (see 
above) or we 
can mail one to 
you.   
 
As always if you 

have any questions 
regarding any of our sales 
or programs please don’t 
hesitate to call. 

 

Cold Water Fish Sale 
 NOW TAKING ORDERS 

 
We are happy to bring back our specialty 
fish sale, working with Herman Bros to 
provide alternative species than our  
regular Fish Sale. 
 
Unlike the regular sale, this will 
be   delivery only.  Similar to 
regular sale, orders over $750 will 
be free. Orders under $750 will 
have a $95 delivery charge within Peoria 
County.  Staff from Herman Bros will 
contact you regarding delivery dates and 
times when fish are available.  
 
See order form on Page 7 for more  
details and call 
us with any 
questions at 309-
671-7040 ext 3 

 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

We are pleased to announce our 84th Annual 
Meeting will be held on February 15th at the 
Brimfield American Legion. 
 

Last year’s event went very well at the new 
location and we are looking forward to hav-
ing it there again this year.  
 

In our Winter issue of the Resource Report, 
we will have more details, including tickets, 
times, and some annual reporting infor-
mation. 
 

The program will be a breakfast meeting with  
a few updates on County programs, Election 
of Directors and of course the fabulous door 
prizes.  If you missed last year, it turned out 
that every person who attended received one! 
While that was a product of a smaller attend-
ance in our first year back from a 3 year 
break due to covid, our Board Members al-
ways do a great job of lining up lots of great 
prizes. 
 

Please mark your calendars for Feb. 15th!  



 

Peoria County SWCD 
 

Directors 
 

Chairman 
Jerry Wyatt 

Vice-Chairman 
Ted Gilles 
Secretary 

Chuck Schafer 
Treasurer 

Troy Wagenbach 
Director 

David Wagner 
 

Associate Directors 
 

Ron Gilles, Anita Lorance, Marty 
Behrends, Betty Gorman, Arlan Janssen, 

Charles Rice, Dennis Herrmann 
 

SWCD Staff 
 

Karla Smith - Administrative Coordinator 
Josh Joseph - Resource Conservationist 

Al Schneider - Civil Engineer 
 

NRCS Staff 
 

Jeremy Beck, District Conservationist 
Dan Sahm, Soil Conservationist 

Vicki Morrical, Landscape Architect 
Wilson Yingling, Soil Conservationist 

Ethan Scholl, Ag Engineer 
 

Find us on the Web at 
peoriacountyswcd.tripod.com 

 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination 
against its customers. If you believe you experienced discrimination 
when obtaining services from USDA, participating in a USDA pro-
gram, or participating in a program that receives financial assis-

tance from USDA, you may file a complaint with 
USDA.  Information about how to file a discrimination complaint is 

available from the Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil 
Rights.  USDA prohibits discrimination in  all its programs and activ-
ities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and 
where applicable, sex (including gender identity and expression), 

marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orien-
tation, political beliefs, genetic information, reprisal, or because all 
or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assis-
tance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  
To file a complaint of discrimination, complete, sign, and mail a 
program discrimination complaint form, available at any USDA 

office location or online at www.ascr.usda.gov, or write to:  
 

       USDA -- Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights 
       1400 Independence Avenue, SW. 

       Washington, DC 20250-9410  
 

Or call toll free at (866) 632-9992 (voice) to obtain additional infor-
mation, the appropriate office or to request documents.  Individuals 

who are deaf, hard of hearing, or have speech disabilities may 
contact USDA through the Federal Relay service at (800) 877-8339 

or (800) 845-6136 (in Spanish).  USDA is an equal opportunity 
provider, employer, and lender.  

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for commu-
nication of program information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, 

etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 
(voice and TDD). 
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D Brooks Excavating, Inc. 
Hanna City - 309-565-4300 

Email - dennis@dbrooks.com 

ANY and ALL types of Farm Improvements including: 
¨ Farm Drainage 
 -Buckeye Tiling Machine 
 -Tile Plow 
¨ Waterways, Terraces, Dry Dams 
¨ Farm Ponds 
¨ Tree Clearing, Trucking, Etc. 

Call NOW for 
2024 Tiling 

Projects 

 

Ag-Land FS, Inc.  
 

Agricultural-Commercial-Residential 
 

Farm Inputs – Grain – Agri Finance  
Propane – Petroleum 

 
Hanna City       Canton       Brimfield 

Williamsfield    Elmwood 

800-541-9733   www.aglandfs.com 

2024 DATES TO REMEMBER  
 
 
 

Sep  27         Grass Carp Orders Due 
Oct  11          Regular Fish Orders Due 
Oct  14          Columbus Day - OFFICE CLOSED 
Oct  19          Fish Sale Pickup 
Oct  25          Cold Water Fish Sale Orders Due 
Nov 11          Veteran’s Day - OFFICE CLOSED 
Nov 28          Thanksgiving - OFFICE CLOSED 
Dec 25          Christmas Day - OFFICE CLOSED 

 

ILLINOIS  Farm business 
farm management 

 

Brett Goodwin       Nick Leezer 
Kate Sturtewagen 

 

“Better Farm Decisions  
thru Better Farm Records” 

 
Tax Assist. / Computer Record Assist. / Comparative Analysis 

125 W. Main St., Toulon, IL  61483 
www.fbfm.org         (309) 286-2811 

Native Grasses 
and Wildflowers 

www.pleasantprairienursery.com 
24219 W. Laura Rd., Williamsfield ~ 309-639-4346 

Open May-Sept by appt. 
Or 

Order Online for 
in-season pickup 

TWO GREAT EVENTS HOSTED BY 
GILLES FAMILY FARMS  

AND ILLINOIS VALLEY CHAPTER #178 

21st Sep. 22nd 

Nov. 30th and Dec. 1st. 

Hello, I am Stacey Schisler and I started with 
FSA in April 2024! I grew up in Fulton County 
on a beef cattle operation and showed beef cat-
tle for over 20 years with my brothers. I thor-
oughly enjoyed my time growing up with live-
stock and being involved with 4-H and FFA. 
After high school I attended Spoon River Col-
lege and finished at Western Illinois University 
with a bachelor’s degree in Ag Science. I cur-
rently live in rural Fairview, IL with my hus-
band Nick and 7-year-old son, Blake. Blake has 
been showing bucket calves for the last 3 years 
and we hope he wants to continue his project. 
Through my experiences working with the Uni-
versity of Illinois Extension, Fairview Sale 
Barn, and in crop insurance I have found that 
working with farmers and in the agricultural 
industry is where I want to be. I am looking for-
ward to working with and helping producers in 
Peoria County! 

Meet our newest FSA 
Program Technician 



AKW Excavating, Inc. 
 

Field tile with GPS mapping, surveying 
and Tile plow, Excavator with Brush Mulcher  

 
 
 

 
 

Ponds, lakes, ag terraces, waterways, drainage, 
site prep, land clearing, demolition, 

concrete removal, hauling, 
 

Call Kevin:  309-303-1854 
Email: akwexcavating@yahoo.com 

Thank you for 
your business 

in 2023! 

Direct Deposit/Hardship Waiver 
 

If you are currently receiving your FSA/CCC pro-
gram payment by paper check, or if you have just 
become eligible to begin receiving an FSA/CCC 
payment, you should elect to receive your payment 
by direct deposit through the financial institution of 
your choice. FSA/CCC makes payments electroni-
cally through a program called direct deposit, which 
is safe, convenient and a reliable way to receive 
your FSA/CCC payment directly to your bank ac-
count. Hardship waivers are available if payment by 
EFT would impose a hardship because of a physical 
or mental disability, the individual faces a geo-
graphic, language or literacy barrier to receiving 
payment by EFT and/or payment by EFT would 
impose a financial hardship. If you are still receiv-
ing paper checks, please contact the Peoria County 
USDA Service Center at (309) 671 7040 ext. 2 so 
that we may assist you in either setting up your di-
rect deposit for FSA/CCC payments or filling out a 
hardship waiver to continue receiving paper checks.  
Þ Electronic payments are faster: 
· Paper checks take days to arrive in the mail and 

can require additional time to cash or deposit 
the check. 

Þ Electronic payments are cheaper: 
· Every check that is converted to an electronic 

payment saves the American taxpayer and al-
lows the government to save tens of millions of 
dollars. 

Submitting Production Losses for 
Disaster Declarations  

 

Farmers and ranchers know all too well that natural 
disasters can be a common, and likely a costly, vari-
able to their operation. The Farm Service Agency 
(FSA) has emergency assistance programs to pro-
vide assistance when disasters strike, and for some 
of those programs, a disaster designation may be the 
eligibility trigger. When natural disaster occurs, 
there is a process for requesting a USDA Secretarial 
disaster designation for a county. You can play a 
vital role in this process. 
 
If you have experienced a production loss as a result 
of a natural disaster, you may submit a request to 
your local FSA county office for your county to be 
evaluated for a Secretarial disaster designation. 
Once a request is received, the county office will 
collect disaster data and create a Loss Assessment 
Report. The County Emergency Board will review 
the Loss Assessment Report and determine if a rec-
ommendation is sent forward to the U.S. Secretary 
of Agriculture for the designation. 
 
For more information on FSA disaster programs and 
disaster designations, contact your Peoria County 
USDA Service Center at (309) 671 7040 or visit 
fsa.usda.gov/disaster. 

Making Farm Reconstitutions 
 
When changes in farm ownership or operation take 
place, a farm reconstitution is necessary. The recon-
stitution — or recon — is the process of combining 
or dividing farms or tracts of land based on the 
farming operation.  
 
To be effective for the current Fiscal Year (FY), 
farm combinations and farm divisions must be re-
quested by August 1 of the FY for farms subject to 
the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price 
Loss Coverage (PLC) program. The 2023 Reconsti-
tution request period for ARC/PLC has ended, but 
reconstitution requests for 2024 can begin to be pro-
cessed Oct. 1, 2023. A reconstitution is considered 
to be requested when all of the required signatures 
are on FSA-155 and all other applicable documenta-
tion, such as proof of ownership, is submitted. 
 
Total Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) and 
non-ARC/PLC farms may be reconstituted at any 
time.  
The following are the different methods used when 
doing a farm recon:  
Estate Method — the division of bases, allotments 
and quotas for a parent farm among heirs in settling 
an estate 
 
Designation of Landowner Method — may be 
used when (1) part of a farm is sold or ownership is 
transferred; (2) an entire farm is sold to two or more 
persons; (3) farm ownership is transferred to two or 
more persons; (4) part of a tract is sold or ownership 
is transferred; (5) a tract is sold to two or more per-
sons; or (6) tract ownership is transferred to two or 
more persons. In order to use this method, the land 
sold must have been owned for at least three years, 
or a waiver granted, and the buyer and seller must 
sign a Memorandum of Understanding 
 
DCP Cropland Method — the division of bases in 
the same proportion that the DCP cropland for each 
resulting tract relates to the DCP cropland on the 
parent tract 
 
Default Method — the division of bases for a par-
ent farm with each tract maintaining the bases at-
tributed to the tract level when the reconstitution is 
initiated in the system. 
 
 For questions on your farm reconstitution, contact 
the Peoria County USDA Service Center at (309) 
671 7040 ext. 2. 

CRP Mid-Contract Management and 
CRP Maintenance is Required 

Participants in the Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP) are responsible for maintaining the acreage 
under contract to the minimum specifications and 
acreages as required by their conservation plan and 
supporting documents. This includes not only con-
trolling excessive weeds, invasive species, and trees 
in grass practices, but completing required manage-
ment on CRP practices as scheduled in your conser-
vation plan. 
Please do not hesitate to contact the Peoria County 
USDA Service Center at (309) 671 7040 ext. 2 if 
you have any questions. 

Update Your Records 
 

FSA is cleaning up our producer record database 
and needs your help. Please report any changes of 
address, zip code, phone number, email address or 
an incorrect name or business name on file to our 
office. You should also report changes in your farm 
operation, like the addition of a farm by lease or 
purchase. This includes updating records to show 
the proper succession of deceased owners. You 
should also report any changes to your operation in 
which you reorganize to form a Trust, LLC or other 
legal entity.  
 
FSA and NRCS program participants are required to 
promptly report changes in their farming operation 
to the County Committee in writing and to update 
their Farm Operating Plan on form CCC-902. Re-
porting your updates earlier in the year allows us to 
update your information more completely and re-
duces complications created by waiting until con-
tract signup or acreage reporting to make those up-
dates. 
 
To update your records, contact your Peoria County 
USDA Service Center at (309) 671 7040 ext. 2. 

Applying for Farm Storage 
Facility Loans 

The Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Farm Stor-
age Facility Loan (FSFL) program provides low
-interest financing to help you build or upgrade 
storage facilities and to purchase portable (new 
or used) structures, equipment and storage and 
handling trucks. 
Eligible commodities include corn, grain sor-
ghum, rice, soybeans, oats, peanuts, wheat, bar-
ley, minor oilseeds harvested as whole grain, 
pulse crops (lentils, chickpeas and dry peas), 
hay, honey, renewable biomass, fruits, nuts and 
vegetables for cold storage facilities, floricul-
ture, hops, maple sap, rye, milk, cheese, butter, 
yogurt, meat and poultry (unprocessed), eggs, 
and aquaculture (excluding systems that main-
tain live animals through uptake and discharge 
of water). Qualified facilities include grain bins, 
hay barns and cold storage facilities for eligible 
commodities. 
Loans up to $50,000 can be secured by a prom-
issory note/security agreement, loans between 
$50,000 and $100,000 may require additional 
security, and loans exceeding $100,000 require 
additional security. 
You do not need to demonstrate the lack of 
commercial credit availability to apply. The 
loans are designed to assist a diverse range of 
farming operations, including small and mid-
sized businesses, new farmers, operations sup-
plying local food and farmers markets, non-
traditional farm products, and underserved pro-
ducers. 
For more information, contact your Peoria 
County USDA Service Center at 309-671-7040 
x2 or visit fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport. 

CRP/Mid-Contract Management 
Meeting February 2025 

 
Stay tuned for details on a winter meeting that 
we are now planning.  If you have a CRP con-
tract, are approaching deadlines for mid-
contract management, have recently purchased 
property that has a contract on it, or are think-
ing about enrolling some ground in one of the 
CRP practices, this meeting should give you 
some valuable information to help with your 
planning.  A date has not been set yet, but will 
be announced in our winter issue of this paper, 
and we will hopefully also be sending out some 
one on one invites to folks where possible. Feel 
free to call our office with questions or if you 
are interested in attending this meeting.  



PEORIA COUNTY  
FARM BUREAU NEWS 

 

TEUBEL EXCAVATING INC. 
      Brice Teubel 
 
 

Waterways Terraces Tree Clearing 
Demolition Ponds  Ditch Cleaning 
Basements Building Sites 
 
7902 W. Ludolph Rd. Edwards, IL 61528      
Home  (309) 693-2908 — Mobile (309) 256-3295 

*NOTICE* 
 

Mailing List -  If you have had: 
 

· Name Change 
· Death in the family 

· No longer wish to receive 
 

Regarding the newspaper, please feel free to 
contact Karla Smith at  

309-671-7040 ext 3 and we can either remove 
or make changes to the name and address we 
have on file for our newspaper mailing list. 

I want to start off by saying it’s good to be in Peoria 
County! I got all settled in and started my new role as 
manager on July 8th. The first several days I focused on 
meeting members and traveling to different areas of the 
county. I was astounded by the amount of fruit that we 
distributed on July 10th. We had great volunteer help, and 
I was able to meet several members. To give some back-
ground on where I come from. I am originally from Bush-
nell, Illinois. Bushnell is about one hour west of Peoria 
and is a small community with strong agricultural and in-
dustrial roots. I grew up on a farm there and attended the 
University of Illinois after high school. For the last sever-
al months I have been in Washington and Perry County as 
their Farm Bureau manager. It has been rewarding to 
meet so many new Farm Bureau members and attend all 

the programs that take place here in Peoria County. Between the fruit programs and 
the committee meetings there has been a lot happening. I want to thank all the mem-
bers that have volunteered their time to help at an event. The Peoria County Farm  
Bureau team is strong! 

 Seasons are getting ready to change here in Illinois. Football is coming back, 
and it looks like we are going to have an outstanding crop throughout the state. My 
first couple months at Peoria County Farm Bureau have been great, and our team is 
working hard every day. 
 As we head into harvest, I want to give a couple quick reminders to every-
one. National Farm Safety and Health Week is taking place from September 15th 
through the 21st. The theme for 2024 is ‘Don’t Learn Safety By Accident.’ The 
theme is dedicated to raising awareness about the various hazards associated with 
agricultural work. It’s crucial for everyone to prioritize health and safety of those 
who labor to supply our food, fiber, and fuel.  
 Another reminder to Farm Bureau members, be on the lookout for citrus and 
nut order forms coming out in October. Order forms will be made available in Oc-
tober through our website and by calling into the office. We had an outstanding re-
sponse from members on peaches and blueberries this summer. We hope that re-
sponse continues into the Fall with citrus and nuts.  
 As we head into harvest, I want to reiterate how important it is to be safe. If 
you feel tired, take a break and get some rest. Accidents happen when we work too 
fast, and when we’re tired. All signs point to an outstanding crop in 2024. Peoria 
County has had ideal weather conditions during the growing season, and everything 
is on time. As always, feel free to contact the Peoria County Farm Bureau office for 
updates on programs! Have a safe and successful harvest. 

Charlie Hensley 
Peoria County Farm Bureau 
1716 N University St, Peoria, IL 61604 
309.686.7070 

We want to welcome our new 
Farm Bureau Manager, 

Charlie Hensley. 



Forestry Mulching Head 
Brush cleared and mulched 

onsite including Honeysuckle & 
Multiflora Rose 

7217 S. Stranz Rd. 
Mapleton, IL 61547 

GREAT CHOICE 
FOR LARGE OR 
SMALL FARMS 

309-224-9310 
albragglandshaping.com 

· Tile Repairs 

· Mini Excavating 

· Trenching 

· Drainage Control 

· Culverts 

· Ditch Work 

· Concrete Tear Outs, 
And Removal 

· Streambank Repairs 

· Erosion Control 

· Seeding 

· Pollinator Planting 

· Food Plots Installed Long Reach Excavator 

Prior to Planting, 
Consider Edge of 

Field Clearing 

 

Al Bragg Co. 
Landshaping  

- Rough To Finish Grade - 

503  *Excellent Test Weight  *Excellent 
Head Scab Resistance *Versatile Across a Variety of Soil Type  

Kelly Seed & Hardware Co. 
202 Hamilton, Peoria (309) 674-0368 

COVER CROPS AND FORAGE 
CEREAL RYE (VNS)   50 lbs………$16.99ea or $16.50/pallet or $16.00/Tote 
COVER CROP OATS  50 lbs………….………………………………... $17.95 
TRITICALE (Fridge) 50 lbs………….……………………….………….$24.00 
FRIA ANNUAL RYE  50 lbs………….…………………………………..$45.00 
AUSTRIAN WINTER PEAS 50 lbs…………….………………………..$59.95 
HAIRY VETCH 50 lbs…………………………………………………..$125.00 
TILLAGE RADISH…………………………………….……………….$1.95/lb. 
PURPLE TOP TURNIP………………………………………………...$2.25/lb. 
CRIMSON CLOVER…………………………………………………...$2.20/lb. 
SUN HEMP……………………………………………………………...$2.10/lb. 
OAT & RADISH MIX (90/10)  ...……………………......….………….$0.60/lb. 

 
Also available are Alfalfa, Pasture Mixes, Grasses & Food Plot Mixes 

All Seed Prices Subject To Market Change 
www.kellyseedco.com 

520  *Ultra Early Maturing *Considered a “Heavyweight”  
Variety    *Aggressive Tillering, Good 15” Row Option  

498 *Excellent Milling Quality   *Excellent 
Tillering  *Taller Variety, Good Straw Option 

2000 lb. Tote: $25 per 50 lb. unit 
50 lb. Bag Price: $27.00 per 50 lb. unit  

Early Order Discount by Sept 15, 2024 $0.50 per unit. 
Quantity Discount: $1.00 per unit on pallet quantities  

SY Viper *High-Yielding Under 
Pressure *Year-Over-Year Performance 
Leader   *Broadly Adapted 

SY547*Great Option For Variable Soil     *Good Disease 
Package   *Ideal For Double Cropping  

 GP543 *Top End Yielder *2022 Trial Winner 
*Large, Heavy Head Type  

2000 lb. Tote: $24 per 50 lb. unit 
50 lb. Bag Price: $26.00 per 50 lb. unit  

Early Order Discount by Sept 15, 2024 $0.50 per unit. 
Quantity Discount: $1.00 per unit on pallet quantities  

Popular Conservation Practices 
Highlight of NRCS Video Series 

 

CHAMPAIGN, IL – July 18, 2024 — Across 
Illinois and around the country, farmers, ranch-
ers and forest landowners are working with 
USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Ser-
vice to implement conservation practices across 
agricultural working lands. These conservation 
practices help protect and improve natural re-
sources on their operations. 
 

To assist land managers in achieving their goals 
and objectives, NRCS’s Conservation at Work 
video series introduces conservation practices 
featuring the farmers and landowners using 
them. The videos share from the landowner’s 
perspective how working with NRCS to install 
conservation practices such as nutrient manage-
ment, no-till and wetland restoration, has bene-
fited their operations. The series now includes 
more than 75 videos, with more on the way, and 
most are shorter than two minutes.   
 

“By sharing the conservation successes of our 
customers, we hope these videos will help edu-
cate those already working with NRCS to con-
serve natural resources while motivating more 
farmers and landowners to consider conserva-
tion,” said Illinois NRCS state conservationist 
Tammy Willis. “These videos are a great way 
to reach the next generation of producers and 
show them from a producer’s perspective how 
conservation practices are making a lasting dif-
ference on operations throughout the country.” 
 

Housed on YouTube and featured on farm-
ers.gov, the series was designed with the con-
cept of “show, don’t tell.” The videos shine the 
spotlight on farmers, ranchers, and forest land-
owners from across the U.S. through their first-
person testimonials as they share their conser-
vation stories, and how practices are helping 
them protect and improve natural resources 
while saving time and money. 
 

Videos featuring conservation practices that 
could be helpful to producers in Illinois include:  
• Cover Crops 
• Grassed Waterway 
• Roof Runoff Structure 

Labor Day always signals the end of summer.     
Summer vacations have been taken, school is 
back in session and the days are getting noticea-
bly shorter.  Before jumping into Fall, it is good 
time to look back at the last few months in the 
office.  In Peoria County, we have obligated 
nearly $631,000 in new contracts for EQIP and 
CSP.  These contracts represent conservation 
activities such as cover crops, nutrient manage-
ment, no-till, basins and brush management.  
We also saw many conservation practices get 
implemented throughout the County. 

As we shift our focus to Fall activities, many 
producers will be seeding cover crops to ad-
dress soil erosion, soil health and weed suppres-
sion.  The Midwest Cover Crop Decision Tool 
(https://covercroptool.midwestcovercrops.org/
covercroptool/) provides seeding dates, seeding 
rates and cover crop species characteristics for 
variety of common cover crops in Illinois. If 
you have not tried cover crops yet, but are inter-
ested, now is a great time to start the conversa-
tion.  Funding for our conservation programs in 
Fiscal Year 2025 looks very promising and will 
encompass cropland, livestock, forestry, and 
wildlife practices just to name a few.  While no 
application deadlines have been set yet, produc-
ers and landowners can stop by the office any 
time to fill out an application. 

This summer, our office also had the pleasure 
of hosting two Pathway Interns:   Mia Nollett, 
Soil Conservationist Trainee studying at Iowa 
State University and Gabriela Davis, Engineer-
ing Trainee studying at the University of Illi-
nois.  This summer provided them exposure to 
many of the practices and programs that NRCS 
has to offer, as well as an opportunity to see 
what a career with NRCS would entail.  Illinois 
NRCS will soon be looking for interns for the 
summer of 2025.  If you know of any student 
that may be interested, please have them con-
tact our office. 

Dan Sahm, Soil Conservationist, took Mia and Gabriela 
to a concrete block chute site to check on it’s stability. 

Ethan Scholl, Area Ag Engineer, discusses topography 
and drainage areas with interns on the same wetland site. 

Jeremy, District Conservationist, and Katie Rebbe, Area 
Ag Engineer, discuss subsurface drainage options with 
interns at the site of a wetland project funded through the 
Wetland Reserve Enhancement program.  



Jordan’s Service Center, LLC 
202 W. Main Street 
Elmwood, IL 61529 Phone: 742-4611 

· TOWING 

· MECHANICAL 

· BATTERIES 

· DIAGNOSTICS 

· TIRES & ALIGNMENT 

· FOOD MART 

· GAS 

FALL FISH SALE  Now taking orders 
 

Hopefully many of you are finishing up your planting season and 
finding time to slow down a bit and enjoy some moments with your 
rod and reels.  It is time to take stock of what you are pulling out of 
your ponds and see if you have a need for supplementing your fish 
populations. 

 
We are taking orders now through September 27th for grass carp, and through 
October 11th for all other fish.  Pickup will be on Saturday October 19th, 
here at our office.  
 

Herman Brothers Lake and Pond Management is adding Albino Catfish to the list this year, as 
their operation continues to grow. See above for sizing and pricing. Having the fish delivered to 
your pond is a great choice if you want to avoid the standard pickup. If your order is above 
$750, delivery is FREE!  If your order is under $750 then it will cost you $95, but still may be a 
good option. If you want your fish delivered please check the box on the order form.  For all 
deliveries, Karla will coordinate with Herman Brothers and you to determine delivery date and 
time. 
 
So, if you are ready to place an order, feel free 

to send it in anytime. We are 
taking orders now through 
September 27th for grass 
carp, and through October 
11th for all other fish.  
Pickup will be on Saturday 
October 19th, here at our of-
fice. 

 

MANUFACTURERS OF CORRUGATED METAL CULVERTS 

MONMOUTH  DIVISION 

Business Office & Plant 
706 West 3rd Ave. 

Monmouth, IL. 

 

Rachel Morefield - Plant Manager 309-734-4113 
Bret Mathews - Sales Rep 573-338-5642 

visit us at:  
www.metalculverts.com  

Pattern Tiling  -  Ponds 
Waterways  -  Tree Clearing 
Pole Barn  & Building Sites 

Thompson & McCoy 
Earthmoving and Ag Drainage 

 

John Wolf  309-360-9204 
Johnathan_wolf@yahoo.com 

6115 Dickison Cemetery Rd  Dunlap, IL 61525 



Land Improvement, Inc. 
110 S. Main—Wyoming, IL 61491 

Drainage & Excavating—GPS Equipped—Water Table Management 

Office 309-695-2800 Cell 309-696-9861 
Email - starktiler@gmail.com 

 - General Hauling 
 - Dry Dams 
 - Terraces 

 

 - Basements & Ponds 
 - Stabilization Structures 
 - GPS Mapping & Design 

 - Farm Drainage 
 - Waterways 
 - Commercial Tile Plow 

Stewart Seed Company 
12512 West Mendell Road; Princeville, IL 61559 

PH: 309-385-4832      FAX: 309-385-2644 
Email: cntrland@frontier.com 

Hours: Monday – Friday 8:00 – 4:30 

In stock seed mixes & materials including: 
Waterways     Lawn Seed    Pastures   

IDOT mixes   Fertilizer     Erosion Control Blanket 
 

Special orders to customer specifications including: 
CRP   Prairie Grasses      Wildflowers        Filter Strips     

Yellow Perch 

Walleye 

Northern Pike 

BOBCAT STUDY ONGOING IN CENTRAL ILLINOIS 
 
The North Central Illinois Bobcat Project, led by PhD students Ellen Audia and Katherine Buck-
man at Southern Illinois University Carbondale, is studying bobcats in Peoria and surrounding 
counties. In collaboration with the IDNR, the team will begin their final field season this Novem-
ber, where they will be trapping and placing GPS collars on bobcats to better understand their 
habitat, movement, reproduction, and survival. Their research will help inform bobcat manage-
ment in Illinois and this north central region. For more information about the project and to con-
tact Ellen and Katherine regarding bobcat sightings please visit  
https://ncillinoisbobcats.siu.edu/. 
 
Thanks! 
 
Ellen M Audia 
PhD Student 
Cooperative Wildlife Research Laboratory 
Southern Illinois University – Carbondale 
Carbondale, IL, 62901 
Project Website: North Central Illinois Bobcat Project 



 

12712 W. Rte. 150, Brimfield, IL  61517      

A Family Owned &  
Operated Business 

Dick Johnson  (309) 696-1747 
Andy Johnson (309) 696-8087 

Excavating, Demolition, Trucking, Ponds, 
Building Site Prep, Creek Stabilization 

Chuck Bottenberg (309) 657-4685 
Ellyn Bottenberg    (309) 253-4685 

PEORIA 
COUNTY 

Understanding the Threat of 
H5N1 Influenza 

 

Free protective equipment offered to 
dairy industry. 

 
By Jason Marks, Director of Emergency Management 
and Preparedness 
Peoria County Emergency Management Agency 
 
The agricultural community is facing a new challenge 
with the emergence of the H5N1 avian influenza vi-
rus. Traditionally associated with birds, recent reports 
have confirmed cases in dairy cattle, raising concerns 
about animal health, food safety, and economic im-
pact on the dairy industry. You may be aware that as 
of May 30, 2024, H5N1 influenza has been identified 
in multiple domestic animal species to include poul-
try, dairy cattle, and cats. Additionally, as of June 06, 
2024, there have been three reported cases of H5N1 
in individuals. The close interface between animals 
and humans in various settings such as farms and 
households increases the potential for cross-species 
transmission. Given the potentially severe public 
health implications of zoonotic viruses that can infect 
humans it is imperative that we adopt a multidiscipli-
nary approach to address this potential threat effec-
tively. 
What is H5N1?   
Commonly known as avian influenza or bird flu, the 
virus primarily affects birds. However, it has shown 
the ability to infect other species, including humans 
and, recently, dairy cattle. The virus is known for its 
rapid spread and severe health impacts on infected 
animals. The detection of H5N1 in dairy cattle is a 
significant development. While the incidence is cur-
rently low, the potential for the virus to spread within 
herds is a serious concern. Infected cattle may exhibit 
symptoms such as respiratory distress, decreased milk 
production, fever, and lethargy. In severe cases, the 
virus can lead to high mortality rates. 
The impact to the agriculture community has yet to be 
determined, but the presence of H5N1 in dairy cattle 
can have far-reaching consequences: 
· Economic Impact: Reduced milk production and 
the potential need for culling infected animals can 
lead to substantial financial losses for dairy farmers. 
· Food Safety: Although there is no evidence that 
H5N1 can be transmitted to humans through milk 
consumption, public concern can impact market de-
mand and consumer confidence. 
Animal Welfare: Ensuring the health and well-being 
of dairy cattle is paramount. H5N1 infections necessi-
tate strict biosecurity measures to prevent spread and 
protect livestock. 
Farmers and industry stakeholders must implement 
rigorous biosecurity protocols to prevent the introduc-
tion and spread of H5N1 in dairy herds: 
· Surveillance and Monitoring: Regular health 
checks and monitoring for symptoms of avian influ-
enza in cattle are essential. 
· Biosecurity Practices: Limit access to farms, 
disinfect equipment, and ensure that workers follow 
hygiene protocols to reduce the risk of virus transmis-
sion. 
· Vaccination and Veterinary Care: Consult with 
veterinarians about the possibility of vaccination and 
other preventive treatments for livestock. 
Isolation and Quarantine: Quickly isolate any sus-
pected cases and quarantine new animals before intro-
ducing them to the herd. 
Collaboration between agriculture and public health 
sectors is essential for effectively managing any po-
tential H5N1 outbreaks in our community. The Illi-
nois Department of Public Health is being proactive 
and distributing free personal protective equipment to 
support the dairy industry. Please reach out to your 
local County Farm Bureau if you are interested in free 
protective gear. 
By understanding the risks and implementing effec-
tive preventive measures, the goal is for the dairy in-
dustry to mitigate the impact of this virus and safe-
guard the health of both animals and consumers. 
For more detailed information on managing H5N1 in 
dairy cattle and accessing resources, please contact 
your local agricultural extension office or the IDPH 
State Public Health Veterinarian.  

Ensuring Resilience: Emergency 
Management in Soil and 

Water Conservation 
 
By Jason Marks, Director of Emergency Management 
and Preparedness 
Peoria County Emergency Management Agency 
 

In the face of increasing climate variability and ex-
treme weather events, the importance of effective 
emergency management within soil and water conser-
vations districts has never been greater. Extreme 
weather events such as floods and droughts pose sig-
nificant threats to soil and water resources. These 
events can lead to soil erosion, water contamination 
and the destruction of vital habitats. The consequenc-
es not only impact the environment but also the agri-
cultural productivity and safety of our communities.   
 

Our county approach to emergency management is 
rooted in thorough planning and preparedness. We 
continuously assess the vulnerabilities within our 
communities and develop appropriate comprehensive 
emergency response plans. These plans are designed 
to mitigate risks, protect critical infrastructure, and 
ensure a swift response to any incidents.   
Key components of our preparedness strategy in-
clude: 
1. Risk Assessment: Regularly conducting risk as-
sessments to identify and prioritize potential threats. 
2. Community Education: Engaging with local com-
munities to raise awareness about emergency prepar-
edness and response. 
3. Training and Drills: Providing training for staff 
and conducting drills to ensure readiness for real-
world scenarios. 
Resource Management: Maintaining an inventory of 
necessary equipment and supplies to be deployed dur-
ing emergencies. 
Effective emergency management requires collabora-
tion across various stakeholders. We work closely 
with local governments, emergency services, and 
community organizations to create a cohesive re-
sponse network. These partnerships are essential for 
sharing information, resources, and expertise. 
Looking ahead, we are committed to building resili-
ence against future emergencies. This involves not 
only reactive measures but also proactive strategies to 
enhance the natural defenses of our landscapes. Prac-
tices such as reforestation, sustainable agriculture, 
and improved watershed management are integral to 
our long-term resilience planning. 
Together, we can ensure that our soil and water con-
servation district remains a strong and resilient part of 
our community, now and for future generations. 
Please reach out to us if we can be of assistance in 
your planning efforts. 

The Wisdom of Preparedness 
at ICC North 

 
September 30th, 2024 from 3-5 pm 

 
 
“Are you aware of the hazards in your neigh-
borhood, community, or Peoria County? Do 
you have an emergency preparedness kit and 
plan? If your answer to these questions is no, 
then join us for discussion on how we can pre-
pare as individuals and families in making our 
community more resilient to disaster. Learn 
about how first responders and community part-
ners collaborate in identifying threats to the 
community and preparing to respond and recov-
er from them. 
 
The Wisdom of Preparedness will take place at 
3:00 PM on September 30 at Illinois Central 
College’s Peoria Campus, hosted by Peoria 
County Emergency Management Director Jason 
Marks. Sign up for this free two-hour course at 
https://campusce.icc.edu/acp/course/
course.aspx?C=3737&pc=20&mc=0&sc=0 “ 


